Natural Science

Interdisciplinary Major

The purpose of the Natural Science degree is to enable students to
receive a general science education based on a course of study which is
broader, but less in-depth in a single area, than a typical science major in
the College of Arts and Sciences.

Requirements are successful completion of 30 semester hours approved
and offered by one science department (designated the major) and 27
semester hours approved and offered by a second science department
(designated the minor). The five science departments are found within
the College of Arts and Sciences and include Biology, Chemistry,
Computer Science, Mathematics, and Physics. At least 9 semester hours
of the major must be at the 400 level or above. The major requires a
Capstone experience.

Because departments within the college offer a variety of courses for
diverse purposes, not every course listed in this catalog can be counted
toward the natural science degree. Students must obtain approval of a
plan of study leading toward this degree from the department chair of
both the major and minor departments. It is advisable to do this as soon
as possible to avoid taking courses that might not be approved toward
the degree.

In addition to the number of hours, there is a requirement of at least a

C average in courses counted toward the major and also in courses
counted toward the minor. At least one-third of the hours in both the
major and minor must be completed at UAB, and at least a C average
must be maintained in these courses. Individual departments may be
contacted for specific listings of courses required or recommended for the
major or minor in that department for the natural science degree, or for
information about particularly effective major/minor pairings.

Students interested in pursuing a major in Natural Science shoud email
Dr. Catherine Danielou, Senior Associate Dean for Undergraduate
Academic Affairs in the College of Arts and Sciences, and will be referred
to an appropriate academic adviser (danielou@uab.edu), or call (205)
934-5643.
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